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L
eisure Boating kills two birds 
with one stone by reviewing 
the new Titan 300 Walk Around 
while taking a much-needed 

break with rod and tackle.

It’s an experience…
After a long year of constant deadline 
pressures, endless hours spent at the 
office and heaps of paperwork, we at 
Leisure Boating were in desperate need 
of some sort of relaxation. So when 
Strand-based Magson Marine extended 
their invitation to do some deep-sea 
tuna fishing with their newly launched 
Titan 300 Walk Around, we felt that the 
timing was perfect.

With the excitement normally 
reserved for a five-year old on Christmas 
Eve, I packed my rods, sunscreen, 
sunnies, towel and camera the night 
before, eagerly preparing myself for 
this trip. The prospect of socialising 
with fellow fishermen around a couple 
of rods and refreshments was eagerly 
looked forward too.

However, little did I realise that 
fishing for tuna requires waking up at 
04h00, set to meet at Harbour Island 
near Gordon’s Bay by no later than 
06h00. So with the sun barely up, we 
arrived at Gordon’s Bay with scratchy 
eyes and sleepy yawns while the boat 
and crew (already on board) anxiously 
awaited our arrival.

While watching the sun slowly 
expanding on the horizon and 
illuminating the picturesque marina at 
Harbour Island, an old expression came 
to mind: “it’s the early bird that catches 
the worm.” But in our case, it was the 
fish we were after. 

Impression
I’ve never believed in love at first sight, 
until I caught a glimpse of Magson 
Marine’s new Titan 300 Walk Around 
cruising slowly towards us. Measuring 
in at 29.7 foot (9.0m) and weighing 3.85 
tons – she was noticeably bulky and had 
a sexy, sporty look to it.

Owner Ernie Magson said that 
although there are many boats on the 

When Magson Marine invited us for a review of their 
recently launched Titan 300 Walk Around, I knew this 
wasn’t going to be an average ‘run of the mill’ boat 
test. Instead of a placid run around the calm waters 
of Gordon’s Bay harbour, owner Ernie Magson invited 
us rather to a tuna fishing trip into the massive deep 
blue waters of the Atlantic Ocean. It’s generally 
known as a punishing trip for crew and boat, but we 
all seemed to handle it pretty well!
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market in this particular size category, 
there aren’t many offshore boats with 
the same fishing practicality, sleek lines 
and modern looks as a Titan 300. 

The review craft was aptly named 
“Maximus” – derived from the Latin 
word that means Greatest. Not only 
was it her great sport fisher boat looks 
that seemed superior, it was also her 
seafaring capabilities that has got lots of 
fishermen lined up ready for a test drive, 
and eventually reeling them in hook, line 
and sinker.

As she swung her stern around, I 
noticed that she’s also quite wide in 
the beam department (3.0m) and that 
means plenty of deck space for fishing 
and socialising with friends and family. 
With sleek stainless steel bow rails and 
fittings, a sexy curved pilothouse and a 
big charcoal-black coloured cat hull, it 
gave her that sporty and ultra-modern 
look.

Conditions
An ideal day would be an 
understatement when describing our 
review conditions and Capetonians 
know that perfect weather conditions 

along our notorious coastline are not 
an easy find. 

But with the thermometer’s mercury 
rising to 27 ºC, a calm wind of 12 
knots (said to pick up only later that 
afternoon), and sunny skies with 
occasional cloud cover, was just what 
the doctor ordered. 

Ideal conditions often make fishing a 
little challenging as nearly everyone with 
a boat and a passion for fishing seemed to 
take to the water that day to try their luck. 

Big trolling vessels and charters were 
visible everywhere and their nets were 
regularly scooping fish on board, leaving 
very little for us to catch, it seemed.

Surface condition along the shore was 
relatively calm, but any veteran fishermen 
will tell you that the deeper you cruise 
into the ocean, the more unforgiving the 
sea can become. Massive swells and 
a choppy surface were surely bound to 
give the boat a thorough testing on the 
water.

She measures 30-ft, weighs 3 850 kg, and with a 3m beam, the Titan 300 is designed and built for deep-sea fishing adventure.

The conditions for test were ideal and we spotted many commercial fishing vessels going about 
their business.
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Scenic Cape Point
Cruising past the breathtaking sights of 
Cape Point made it really worthwhile 
being out so deep. Cape Point is the 
junction of two of earth’s most contrasting 
water masses – the cold Benguela current 
on the West Coast and the warm Agulhas 
current on the East Coast. 

The Cape of Good Hope is popularly 
perceived as the meeting point of the 
Atlantic and Indian oceans, and it’s very 
active with a vast array of wildlife and 

beautiful sea creatures. On our trip we 
managed to spot a multitude of sea birds, 
a couple of playful seals, diving dolphins 
and even sprawling whales basking in 
the hot sun.

And Cape Point is no doubt treacherous 
as it is beautiful. Many ships have fallen 
victim to the Point’s sharp rocks – Africa’s 
last tip of dry land. During the old days, 
fog and mist use to obscure the old 
lighthouse for an alarming 900 hours 
per year and make it near invisible to 

ships out at sea. The new position of 
the lighthouse is, meanwhile, just 87 m 
above sea-level.

Fishability
Travelling a couple of miles past Cape 
Point we soon managed to reach 
warmer waters (18-20 ºC) which is said 
to be the right temperature for tuna fish 
to flourish in. With a heading of 260º, we 
travelled towards our spot (S84.44.00, 
E78.10.00) in the hope of catching a 
couple of unsuspecting fish to slap onto 
the coals later that night.

After travelling almost two hours 
into the deep blue (about 30 nautical 
miles past Cape Point), skipper Ernie 
instructed co-skipper MelvIn and the 
rest of the crew to start hooking the 
luminous Divers and Halco lures to the 
rods and start trolling for potential tuna.

The Titan 300 sports an amazing 
eight rod holders in the craft’s gunnels 
– four each on the port and starboard 
sides. She also has four rod holders 
mounted onto a raised stern bar which 
is mainly used for trolling purposes. 
While seven more are mounted on the 
roof with a couple of bigger holders for 
the housing the fish gaffs. 

While trolling, rods were hooked into the rod holders mounted onto the craft’s raised stern bar.

A couple of juvenile Blue Sharks (up to 20 kg) kept us busy and entertained.
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We then went into trolling mode and 
maintained a speed of seven knots and 
for a brief time, I could actually sit 
and just relax, enjoying the breathtaking 
scenery, do a spot of fishing and recover 
from the hustle and bustle of land life. 

The craft is laced with lots of stainless 
steel grab rails and a fully imported 
non-skid deck, giving those that don’t 
possess sea legs (like me!) excellent 
stability and grip on the boat.

The gunnels on the Titan feature soft, 
cushioned skirts that work as shock 
absorbers for your knees while angling. 

In the centre of the aft deck stand a bait 
station that has everything you could 
ever need on a fishing trip. This included 
a hand-held freshwater shower, eight 
sliding tackle compartments, recessed 
live bait wells and stainless steel grab 
rails.

The ones that got away
We trolled for about 15 minutes when 
suddenly, we came across a big school 
of Yellow Tail that got everyone on 

board’s attention. Seeing Yellow Tail so 
far out at sea is an unusual sight as they 
prefer being closer to the shore.

Nonetheless, we grabbed the 
opportunity and started dropping our 
lines. The walk around proved very 
practical as the crew could spread out to 
the bow and approach the school of fish 
from every angle. 

Even though we were to witness 
hundreds of Yellow Tail swimming 
beneath the boat, we managed to 

The craft’s walk around is useful, as fishermen 
can spread out and fish from all angles.

The Titan 300 mounted bait station features a big tackle storage compartment.

The bait station was regularly used to chop up sardines as means of bait and to lure the Tuna.
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only pull on board just two mediocre-
sized Yellow Tails, leaving us slightly 
disappointed with out efforts. But it 
had everyone on board abuzz talking 
about the size of “those that got 
away”. Ernie refers to it as “Yellow 
Tail Fever” and after an initial feeling 
of disappointment had subsided, the 
hunt was on once again.

Thanks to the large deck space and 
walk around, there were no clashing 
bodies as all six fishermen on board had 
enough space to stretch out and reel in 
their catch. Noticeably, the Titan 300 
handled the mayhem really well.

Here, and as mentioned before, the 
fish boxes are simply enormous (1.8 m), 
and capable of holding plenty of fish – 
provided you’re lucky enough to catch 
them in the first place! And if you’re 
after an 85 kg tuna for instance, there’s 
still plenty of space left in the craft’s fish 
wells.

Deck Layout
Providing sun protection and weather 
cover, the Titan’s enclosed, walk-around 
pilothouse is covered by strong, virtually 
unbreakable tempered glass. It also 
features a cosy cabin area that offers 
comfortable refuge for the family after 
spending a long day out at sea. The 
pilothouse also covers the helm area. 
Apart from offering excellent visibility, 
the helm area is equipped with state-
of-the-art (and optional) GPS and fish 
finding technology – as well as the 
hydraulically-operated steering wheel, 
trim and tilt and a nearby ice box – all 
within easy reach of the skipper.

Within the pilothouse are two bench 
seats that can sit three people each 

Magson Marine installs optional, state-of-the-art GPS and fish finding technology that’ll help 
you find the big ones.

A spacious pilothouse was a great resting spot and protected us from the elements.

The bait station features a handheld freshwater shower for cleaning the deck. The bench seat sits three people comfortably.
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with grab handles when the sea is really 
bumpy. The Titan 300 legally offers a 
maximum passenger capacity of nine 
people, but for a more comfortable 
fishing experience I would suggest 
seven tops, really.

Because she’s a fishing-orientated 
craft, she boasts a clever drainage 

design. There is a slight outward curve 
in the deck that allows the water to run 
towards the gunnels where the craft’s 
big scuppers and gutters are waiting 
to drain all unwanted water back into 
the sea.

I would’ve liked to see more cupholders 
on the craft as the three spotted on the 

boat were restricted to the helm area. 
While trolling, we often had to either 
down our refreshments quickly, or pass 
it over to a crew member while attending 
to fish tugging on the line.

Performance
While waiting for the fish to bite, I had the 
chance to do a thorough performance 
check on the boat. The Titan boasts two 
3.3-litre V6 200 HP Yamaha four-stroke 
motors that seem to simply purr away 
– yet perfectly capable of some real 
power when called for.

Ernie said he would like to see the 
Titan 300 handle two 250 HP motors 
(her maximum rating), but added that 
the combined 400 HP was more than 
sufficient – that’s 100 horses for every 
ton on the Titan!

Within four seconds, we popped onto 
the plane with the motors revving at 3 
500 rpm without even having to fully 
open the throttle. We then reached 28 
knots at 4 500 rpm and 31.6 knots at 
5 000 rpm. She maxed at between 37 
and 40 knots (68 – 74 km/h), performing 
mightily on the rough water.

A 520-litre fuel tank gives the Titan a 
range of 160 nautical miles. And trolling 
at seven knot speed she consumed 
an impressive 2.4-litres of fuel per 
nautical mile. In total, we travelled 
133 nautical miles (250 km) while 
consuming 409-litres of fuel – that’s 
nearly 3.1-litres per nautical mile and 
163-litres per 100 km.

This may sound heavy 
fuel-consumption figures but in reality 
that equates to a whole day of fishing for 
approximately R4 000 worth of fuel. But 
one has to take into consideration that 
this is a four-ton boat with two massive 
V6 engines in the engine bay – and Ernie 
never switched them off that day at all.

And after 12 hours on the water, and 
with elements like running against the 
current, wind-resistance and uneven 
swells, you’re bound to use up fuel with 
any boat – much less a Titan 300. Still 
not bad for a boat of such magnitude 
and definitely worth it if you’re hoping 
to pull those 85 kg tunas on board! 

No matter what the conditions, the hull design keeps water spray away from the boat, ensuring 
a dry ride.

We clocked a max speed of 37.1 knots (68 km/h) at 5 500 rpm – that’s fast for a bulky boat.
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Incidentally, we managed a very fair, 
economical cruising speed most of the 
time of around 25 knots (46.3 km/h).

Handling
Another thing I didn’t anticipate was 
travelling nearly 250 km (133 nautical 
miles) into the big ocean. Being so 
far out, dry land becomes just a spot 
on the horizon, before disappearing 
completely – making swimming ashore 
rather difficult. And with massive swells 
that looked ready to devour our boat, 
I realised that respecting the sea at 

all times would be your only means 
of survival when something untoward 
might happen.  

But it was the massive swells and 
choppy surface that really tested 
the Titan 300’s semi-displacement 
catamaran hull – that is tailor-made 
for our notorious Cape waters. Is it 
capable of travelling 250 km out at 
sea? Most certainly. Could it handle the 
enormous swells that the ocean dishes 
out? Again, definitely. 

And, despite a bit of tunnel slap while 
trolling – which was inevitable (and 

hardly noticeable), the Titan 300’s cat 
hull passed all tests with flying colours. 
She handled the 2-3 m swells easily, and 
simply cruised smoothly over them. 

The Titan’s weight is evenly 
distributed and while cruising over 
1.5 to 3m swells, it’s clear that the 
stern operates as a shock absorber and 
keeping the bow up, irrelevant of speed 
or motor trim position.

The Titan was designed by Noah 
Thompson out of the New Zealand-
based East Cape Marine company, 
who have over 20 years of quality boat 
designing experience behind them. 
Ernie said he wanted a craft “with a 
three metre beam, capable of cruising at 
40 knots and with lots of fishability.” 

Noah understood exactly what Ernie 
required from the boat, but did not 
understand why he needed 1.8 m fish 
boxes. But after sending him a couple 
of photos of the Cape Yellow Fin Tuna, 
Noah fully understood.

The ride back ashore proved to be 
much smoother while travelling with 
the sea. This craft tends to work a bit 
different to others: you need to keep the 
motors trimmed down to get maximum 
stability on the water and if trimming 
the motors up, it tends to make the boat 
slightly more challenging to handle. 

The Titan’s stern operates as a shock absorber when cruising over 1.5 – 3 m swells and thus, keeping the bow up.

Even a 6-ft person would feel a little small when climbing into the Titan’s 1.8m fishboxes.
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Conclusion
It’s clear that she’s designed, 
manufactured and purpose-made to be 
used for deep-sea fishing or seafaring. 
Whether you’re a boater who prefers to 
run deep, prowling for the fight of your 
life or lay back and casually cruise the 

seas with family and friends, the Titan 
300 seems well suited for any occasion.

After a long, hot day out at sea, we 
retreated to the Gordon’s Bay Yacht Club 
and enjoyed an ice cold frosty. While 
looking at the sun setting across the big 
ocean, I knew that perhaps we didn’t 

have a successful fishing day, but the 
ride on the Titan was a real privilege.

The Titan 300 Walk Around might 
not be cheap – but you can’t put a 
price on memories and good times! 
Cruising gently on the ocean surface, 
fishing with friends and occasionally 
pulling in any catch is worth every cent 
spent on the Titan 300 – a real solid 
investment if you’re passionate about 
fishing and seafaring.

For more information about the 
Titan 300 Walk Around, contact Ernie, 
Melvin or Julian at Magson Marine on  
(021) 854 7500 or 083 234 9735. 
Alternatively, you can drop Ernie an 
email on ernie@magson.co.za.

The helm area offers excellent visibility and easy-to-reach instrumentation for the skipper.

At a glance

LOA:  29.7 ft (9m)
Beam:  3 m
Dry weight:  3 850 kg
Draft:  500 mm
Fuel capacity:  520-litres
Max Person:  9
Max Horsepower:  250 HP
Price: Starting at  R850 000
Sea Test
Distance travelled:  133 n.m (250 km)
Total fuel used:  409-litres
Max Speed:  37.1 knots
Total duration:  11 hours 39 minutes
Fish caught:  2 Yellow Tail

leisure boating 
january 200924

LEISURE BOATING – REVIEW


